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SUBJECT: EC INDUSTRY GROUP VIEWS ON CUSTOMS VALUATION 

1 . THE UNION OF INDUSTRIES OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITY 
(UNICE), THE LEADING INDUSTRIAL ORGANIZATION IN THE EC, 
HAS ADDRESSED A COMMUNICATION TO THE EC COMMISSION ON 
CUSTOMS VALUATION. UNICE EXPRESSES SUPPORT FOR AN 
AGREEMENT ON CUSTOMS VALUATION IN THE MTN, CALLING FOR 
A DEFINITION OF CUSTOMS VALUE WHICH WOULD BE CLEAR AND 
NEUTRAL AND WHICH WOULD BE APPLIED BY THE LARGEST 
POSSIBLE NUMBER OF COUNTRIES. UNICE ALSO SUGGESTS THAT 
A RELATIONSHIP BE ESTABLISHED BETWEEN TARIFF REDUCTIONS 
WHICH COME OUT OF THE MTN AND THE NEW CUSTOMS RULES 
SO THAT TARIFF CONCESSIONS ARE NOT CANCELLED OUT BY 
MANIPULATIONS ON CUSTOMS VALUE. IN UNICE'S OPINION. 

THE BASIS FOR ASSESSING THE VALUE OF AN IMPORT SHOULD 
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BE THE INVOICED SELLING PRICE IN THE COUNTRY OF EXPORT, 

SO LONG AS THIS IS THE SAME PRICE CHARGED BY THE SELLER 
TO ANY BUYER. IN CASES WHERE THE BUYER AND SELLER ARE 
JURIDICALLY LINKED, THE INVOICE PRICE COULD STILL BE 
USED AND CUSTOMS ADMINISTRATIONS WOULD NEED TO BE 
PARTICULARLY VIGILANT TO DETERMINE THAT THIS LINK 
DID NOT HAVE AN INFLUENCE ON THE PRICE. IN ADDITION, 
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NO ELEMENT OF EXPENSE INCURRED IN THE IMPORTING 
COUNTRY, SUCH AS ADVERTISING COSTS, SHOULD BE 
INCORPORATED IN THE CUSTOMS VALUE. 

2. A UNICE EMPLOYEE TOLD MISSION OFFICER THAT HIS 
ORGANIZATION HAD BEEN FOLLOWING THE CUSTOMS VALUATION 
QUESTION CLOSELY AND BELIEVED THAT NOW WAS THE 
APPROPRIATE TIME FOR MAKING ITS VIEWS KNOW. BOTH UNICE 
AND EC 

COMMISSION OFFICIALS EXPECT THE EC TO TABLE A PROPOSAL - 
ON CUSTOMS VALUATION SHORTLY. THE UNICE EMPLOYEE 
INDICATED THAT UNICE'S MEMBER INDUSTRIES ARE ANXIOUS 
THAT A COMMON DEFINITION OF CUSTOMS VALUE COME OUT OF 
THE MTN. ALTHOUGH UNICE IS SATISFIED WITH THE PRESENT 
BRUSSELS DEFINITION OF VALUE AND WOULD LIKE TO KEEP 
IT, ORGANIZATION MEMBERS ARE AWARE THIS MAY NOT BE FULLY 
POSSIBLE. THEY WOULD THEREFORE BE PREPARED TO SUPPORT 
A COMPROMISE NEGOTIATED IN THE MTN. HINTON 
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